
 
Londonderry Conservation Commission 

Tuesday, January 14, 2014 
Minutes  

 
Present: Deb Lievens; Gene Harrington; Mike Considine; Paul Nickerson; Marge Badois; Mike 1 
Speltz, alternate; and Kellie Walsh, non-voting alternate 2 
 3 
The Conservation Commission held a public hearing prior to the regular meeting at 7:00 PM 4 
regarding the regarding the purchase of a conservation easement for approximately $395,000 5 
on 26 +/- acres of map 11, lot 33 (18 Kimball Road), owned by Leah R. Doyle (see separate 6 
public hearing minutes). 7 
  8 
D. Lievens called the regular meeting to order at 7:34 PM.  She appointed M. Speltz to vote for 9 
Truda Bloom. 10 
 11 
Fed Ex Ground Facility site plan; D+F and CUP- Project manager Jim Petropulos of 12 
Hayner/Swanson, Inc. was joined by wetland scientist Bob Prokop to present applications for 13 
both a minimum expedited Dredge and Fill (D+F) permit as well as a Conditional Use Permit 14 
(CUP) related to a site plan for a 300,000+ one-story warehouse/distribution facility on map 14 15 
proposed lot 45-2.  Configuration of the site (see Attachment #2) will be a result of a separate 16 
lot consolidation application involving the current 45-2 along with lots 45 and 46.  Wetland 17 
impacts resulting from grading to be done on northwestern corner of the lot will total 2,220 18 
square feet while an associated 30,280 sf of Conservation Overlay District (COD) buffer will be 19 
disturbed (see Attachments #3 and #4).  B. Prokop described this wetland as being of relative 20 
“marginal” value with little vegetation, but having wetland soils nonetheless. Mitigation is 21 
proposed just south of the impacts where loaming and seeding with a conservation seed mix 22 
will be followed by the planting of 95 trees in order to create an area of forested upland that 23 
will eventually buffer the wetland (see Attachment #5). 24 
 M. Considine questioned the proposed number of parking spaces (600).  J. Petropulos 25 
stated that the number of employees at a facility that is in operation 24 hours a day 26 
necessitates that amount of parking.  M. Speltz asked if the applicant could use pervious 27 
pavement to offset the amount of stormwater runoff.  J. Petropulos said he could convey the 28 
request, but stated that it is not in Federal Express’ policy to do so.  G. Harrington verified that 29 
there will be no impact on a wetland to the east of the property.  D. Lievens asked if the salt 30 
storage shed located just east of where the wetland and buffer impacts will occur will be 31 
secured to prevent salt entering the wetland.  J. Petropulos answered that it will be contained 32 
and curbed. 33 
 D. Lievens explained the policy of the Conservation Commission to perform a site visit in 34 
order to verify the conditions stated in the minimum expedited D+F application before signing 35 
it.  Plans were then made for J. Petropulos to meet G. Harrington and M. Badois on site in the 36 
morning of January 16. 37 
 D. Lievens entertained a motion to authorize the Chair to write a letter to the Planning 38 
Board recommending approval of the CUP as presented.  M. Badois so moved.  M. 39 
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Considine seconded.  The motion was approved, 6-0-0. 40 
 41 
Wallace Farm Workforce housing project- Wetland scientist Luke Hurley of Gove Environmental 42 
Services provided the Commission with revised wetland and COD buffer impact figures 43 
associated with a proposed workforce housing project on 48, 52 and 62 Perkins Road (map 16, 44 
lots 1, 2 and 3).  When last before the Commission on November 12, 2013, wetland impacts 45 
totaled 9,820 sf and 67,610 sf of buffer area was to be disturbed (see November 12, 2013 46 
minutes).  Several Commissioners subsequently joined engineer Karl Dubay and L. Hurley at 47 
the site to view the area.  With input from the Commission, the plans were reengineered in 48 
several areas, resulting in a decrease of 45% in buffer impacts which would now total 30,550 sf.  49 
(L. Hurley said he would confirm this number with the Chair since another figure of roughly 50 
40,000 was included in a portion of the paperwork presented, but was not believed to be 51 
correct).  Wetland impacts were reduced from 9,820 sf to 6,690 sf (see Attachments #6 and 52 
#7), and stream impacts were reduced from approximately 280 linear feet to 197.  While 53 
mitigation is no longer required by the State and Army Corps of Engineers for the lower 54 
wetland impacts, the project still includes them (see Attachment #7).  M. Speltz requested 55 
that a box culvert be used at “wetland impact #2” as he did at the November presentation.  L. 56 
Hurley explained that since the first request, the applicant has found no conclusive evidence 57 
that a box culvert would be best suited in that situation and therefore decided against using 58 
one. 59 
 G. Harrington made a motion to authorize the Chair to write a letter to the 60 
Wetlands Bureau stating that the Commission reviewed the D+F application and have no 61 
objection to it, but ask that the Department of Environmental Services consider requiring 62 
for the lower crossing a box culvert with daylight openings of some sort.  P. Nickerson 63 
seconded.  The motion was approved, 6-0-0. 64 
 M. Speltz made a motion to authorize the Chair to write a letter to the Planning 65 
Board recommending approval of the CUP, subject to: 1) the confirmation of the total 66 
buffer impact being 30,550 sf; 2) the mitigation being performed in accordance with 67 
agreements with DES and the Army Corps of Engineers; and 3) the COD buffer signs being 68 
placed in sufficient numbers so as to be inter-visible.  P. Nickerson seconded.  The 69 
motion was approved, 6-0-0. 70 
 71 
Hicks acquisition- At their September 23 meeting, the Town Council voted to approve the 72 
Commission’s recommendation of the purchase of 119 High Range Road, map 6 lot 2-1, for 73 
conservation purposes. During the subsequent title search, the attorney for the Town had the 74 
grandchildren of the owners execute separate quitclaim deeds to their parents and/or 75 
grandparents since there was a question of possible inherited interests in the land on their 76 
part.  In order to record them at the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds, they are each 77 
subject to a standard Land & Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP) fee and 78 
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possibly transfer taxes as well.  The Hicks family has requested that the Town cover the 79 
costs, considering the fees were unexpected and in view of the significantly reduced selling 80 
price for the land. At the most, the fees would total approximately $455, but the attorney is 81 
attempting to have only the LCHIP fees apply, which would cost $175.  The Town Finance 82 
Director has given the opinion that the fees can be taken from the Open Space Protection 83 
Fund as part of the closing costs in completing the title search. 84 
 D. Lievens entertained a motion to authorize the Chair to expend an amount 85 
between $175 and $455 from the Open Space Protection Fund to pay the transfer tax and 86 
LCHIP fees for the quitclaim deeds needed to clear the title on the Hicks property.  M. 87 
Speltz so moved.  P. Nickerson seconded.  The motion was approved, 6-0-0. 88 
 89 
Musquash Field Day- Commissioners had a brief discussion on preparations for this annual 90 
event to take place on February 15. 91 
 92 
Conservation funds- D. Lievens reported that she and M. Speltz continue to research the 93 
history of funds appropriated for conservation purposes in Londonderry following the recent 94 
decision of the Town Attorney that Open Space Protection Fund (OSPF) monies cannot be 95 
spent on stewardship activities of conserved land in town (see December 10, 2013 minutes).   96 
 Based on a former Town Attorney’s opinion, the Commission voted in 2013 to expend 97 
$37,000 from the OSPF on an outdoor recreation guide project.  It was noted that while that 98 
money was then taken by the Town from another source of conservation monies, no 99 
requisite vote was actually taken by the Commission to make an expenditure from that other 100 
source. 101 
 102 
DRCs-  1. Industrial Drive Extension Consolidation and Lot Line Adjustment, Map 14 Lots 45,  103 
   45-2, & 46. No comments. 104 
 105 
 2. FedEx Ground Facility Site Plan Map 14 Lot 45-2 (proposed). 106 

Comments: A. Please consider pervious pavement for the daytime parking area; B. 107 
Please be sure salt storage structure is built to adequately contain salt.  There 108 
should be a front cover/door when it is not being used; C. Please be sure snow 109 
storage is not adjacent to wetlands & forebays.  110 
 111 

3 & 4. Wallace Farm Lot Line Adjustment & Consolidation and Workforce Housing Site 112 
   Plan. Comments: We suggest an open box culvert with some type of daylight’ 113 
   opening at wetland impact area #2 on the “Wetland Impact Summary Plan”  114 
   presented to the Commission on January 14, 2014. 115 
 116 

 5. Kestrel Estates Subdivision Map 12 Lot 138. 117 
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Comments: Given the steepness of the north facing slopes, the project may force 118 
the Town into using an excessive amount of salt which will make it difficult to meet 119 
its total maximum daily load (TMDL) of salt. 120 

 121 
December 10, 2013 minutes- G. Harrington noted that the vote taken to cancel the December 122 
24, 2013 meeting was missing from the draft minutes.  M. Considine made a motion to 123 
approve the minutes of the December 10, 2013 public session as amended.  M. Badois 124 
seconded.  The motion was approved, 6-0-0. 125 
 G. Harrington made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2013 non- 126 
public session as written.  M. Considine seconded.  The motion was approved, 6-0-0. 127 
  128 
G. Harrington made motion to adjourn the meeting.  M. Considine seconded.  The motion 129 
was approved, 6-0-0. 130 
 131 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:05 PM. 132 
 133 
Respectfully submitted, 134 
 135 
 136 
 137 
Jaye Trottier 138 
Associate Planner  139 
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